Hello!

Below is a quick User Manual to prepare your Adobe Photoshop to using the
XPRESSION Photoshop Action.

Please make sure that you are using the English version of Photoshop (CS3 - CC
2020). Please go to tdit — Preferences — Interface (on Windows) or Photoshop CC —
Preferences - Interface (on Mac):

Select the Brush Tool and set brush opacity and flow to 100%.
Now open your image, use high contrast photos in 2000-4500 pixels. Please
make sure that your image has an RGB format of 8 Bits/Channel. lmage — Mode:

Adjustments > Bitmap

Auto Tone 8L Grayscale

Auto Contrast XL Duotone

Auto Color oxB Indexed Color...

Image Size... X%l v/ RGB Color

Canvas Size... X#C

Image Rotation > CMYK Color

Crop Lab Color

i Multichannel

Reveal All

Duplicate... v 8 Bits/Channel

Apply Image... .

Calculations... 16 BI-tS/ Channel
32 Bits/Channel

Variables >

Apply Data Set... Color Table

Trap... k ~

Analysis >




Then please go to the Layers tab - Panel Options to make sure that you have
active '‘Add “copy” to Copied Layers and Groups’ checkbox:

New Layer... 38N
Copy CSS

Copy SVG

Duplicate Layer...

Delete Layer

Delete Hidden Layers

Quick Export as PNG {3
Export As... X438
New Group...

New Group from Layers...
Collapse All Groups

New Artboard...
Artboard from Group...
Artboard from Layers...
Frame from Layers...
Convert to Frame

Lock Layers... 8/

Convert to Smart Object
Edit Contents
Convert to Layers

Blending Options...
Edit Adjustment...

Create Clipping Mask X¥GC
Link Layers

Select Linked Layers

Merge Down 3#E
Merge Visible {3¥E
Flatten Image

Animation Options »
Close

Close Tab Group




BEFORE YOU START

Please note, before using the action, you need to upload the included Patterns
and Brushes into Photoshop Preset Manager (Photoshop CS3 — CC 2019). Go to the Edlit
- Presets - Preset Manager menu section. Please select Preset Type — BErushes, Press
Load and select XPRESSION.abr file to upload:

Preset Manager...

Undo ®Z =
Redo 48z

Toggle Last State N¥Z Mlgl'ate Presets
Fade... o%F Export/Import Presets...
Cut #’X

Copy #C

Copy Merged {+3C

Paste 8BV

Paste Special >

Clear

Search ®F

Check Spelling...

Find and Replace Text...

Fill... {trs

Stroke...

Content-Aware Fill...

Content-Aware Scale X{raEC

Puppet Warp

Perspective Warp

Free Transform BT

Transform >

Auto-Align Layers...
Auto-Blend Layers...

Define Brush Preset..,
Define Pattern...
Define Custom Shape...

Purge >
Adobe PDF Presets...

Presets >
Remote Connections...

Color Settings... 88K
Assign Profile...
Convert to Profile...

Keyboard Shortcuts... XK
Menus... N{#EM
Toolbar...

Start Dictation... fnfn



In Photoshop CC 2020 open Window menu, select Brushes - Import Brushes:

Arrange >
Workspace »

Find Extensions on Exchange...
Extensions »

3D
Actions Xre
Adjustments
Brush Settings F5
Channels
Character
Character Styles
Clone Source
g gﬂ:{_‘s e Import Brushes...
Gradients
Histogram
History
Info F8
Layer Comps
+ Layers F7
Learn
Libraries
Measurement Log
Navigator
Notes
Paragraph
Paragraph Styles
Paths
Patterns
+ Properties
Shapes
Styles
Swatches <[> =] =] | B XPRESSION < Q search
Timeline
Tool Presets
+ Application Frame S @

+ Options [ s e
+ Tools . ——

+ devushka-ulitsa-zont-v-krasnom.jpg ® —— -

| Cancel open

Then select Preset Type — Patterns (Photoshop CS3 — CC 2019) and load
XPRESSION.pat:
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In CC 2020 Window - Patterns — Import Patterns.

Arrange >
Workspace >

Find Extensions on Exchange...
Extensions >

3D
Actions Xro
Adjustments
Brush Settings 5
Brushes
Channels
Character
Character Styles
Clone Source
V Color 6
Glyphs
Gradients
Histogram
History
Info F8
Layer Comps
+ Layers F7
Learn
Libraries
Measurement Log
Navigator
Notes
Paragraph
Paragraph Styles
Paths
+/ Properties
Shapes
Styles
Swatches
Timeline
Tool Presets

+ Application Frame
+ Options
+ Tools

+ devushka-ulitsa-zont-v-krasnom.jpg

Finally, please go to the Window — Actions, click the icon in the upper-right
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corner of the Actions panel, select Load Actions and upload XPRESSION.atn.



Button Mode

New Action...
New Set...
Duplicate
Delete

Play

Start Recording
Record Again...
Insert Menu Item...
Insert Stop...

Insert Conditional...
Insert Path

Action Options...
Playback Options...
Allow Tool Recording

Clear All Actions
Reset Actions
Replace Actions...
Save Actions..

Commands

Frames

Image Effects

LAB - Black & White Technique

Production
Stars Trails
Text Effects
Textures
Video Actions
Close
Close Tab Group
[ <[> Q= ) B I XPRESSION < Q Search
Favourites
Oumas B G
- . _Q 9 0
» - XPRESSION.abr  XPRESSION.pat
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_ Cancel _

Please make sure, that there is only locked ‘Background’ layer in the Layers
panel.

If you are using, for example, PNG image, you may have ‘Layer 0" instead of
required ‘Background’ layer. To fix this issue please go to the Layer menu and select
New - Background from layer:



3D View Window Help
Layer.

¢ Background from Layer
Group...
Artboard from Group...

Type Select Filter

Convert to Frame

Smart Filter taverVia Loty o
Layer Via Cut °RJ

e

Then save the image, close and reopen it.

Please note that the product uses Art History Brush and works correctly
only with original images that have not been edited in the current working
session. If you need to pre-edit the image, for example, resize it, please do it,
save the result, close the file and then reopen it. Then start the action.

USING THE ACTION

On the Layers panel click '+" button and create new layer with name 'brush’.
Select Brush Tool (use a soft brush) and paint the area (color doesn’t matter),
that you want to highlight.

Also, you may use the Quick Selection Tool, create a layer via copy and then
rename it to ‘brush’. This is the best method.



Start the action.




Wait until it processes the image (about 20-40 seconds).

On the Layers panel you see 4 groups of layers + white background. The ‘DRAFT’
group contains B/W sketch, on top of which is applied coloring.




'‘COLOR’ group gives to our image the main effect. 'PAINT" is our focus-area
which are transformed to water-based painting.




You can extend any vignette by using its mask. For example, let’s fill white all the area
around the subject.



Also, you can use any included brush for this.
‘OVERLAY’ adds a deliberate sloppiness inherent to the fast and expressive drawing
technique:

You can edit this layer by Art History Brush. Let's say | want to remove a stain
from the girl's left eye. To do this | choose the brush "XPRESSION7" and paint over RGB
channel of the ‘'OVERLAY' layer until the result is satisfactory.
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If you want to extend the focus-zone, use the mask of the ‘PAINT’ layer and paint over
the desired area with a white brush. A brush opacity of 30-40 percent is recommended. Look
closely at the bottom of the girl's dress:
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| recommend to repeat this step with ‘'OVERLAY' layer too.

The 'ADJUSTMENTS' group allows you to edit the exposure, brightness, saturation and
contrast of the image, add a gradient on it...
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In addition, you can change the paper texture by activating any of 5 layers in the
'PAPER' group. Also, you can use your own texture instead included ones.






THANK YOU!

| hope, my XPRESSION PS Action user manual was useful to you.
Thank you for your purchase!

Warmly, Alex.



